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Dedication, desire, commitment and leadership - qualities that the people of ATCO
and the members of Lord Strathcona’s Horse (Royal Canadians) have in common.
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Lord Strathcona’s Horse (Royal Canadians)

Battle Honours

South Africa
South Africa, 1900 - 1901

First World War
Festubert 1915, Somme 1916, *18; Brazentin, Poziéres, Flers-Courcelette,
Cambrai 1917, ’18; St. Quentin, Amiens, Hindenberg Line,
St. Quentin Canal, Beaurevoir, Pursuit to Mons,
France and Flanders 1915 - 1918

Second World War
Liri Valley, Melfa Crossing, Torrice Crossroads, Gothic Line,
Pozzo Alto Ridge, Coriano, Lamone Crossing, Misano Ridge, Casale,
Naviglio Canal, Fosso Munio, Italy 1944-1945, Ijsselmeer
North-West Europe 1945

Korea
Korea 1951-1953

(Battle Honours approved for emblazonment are in heavy type)

Allied Regiment
The Queen’s Royal Lancers

Affiliated Cadet Corps

1292 Cadet Corps - Calgary i

1813 Cadet Corps - Cranbrook 2952 Cadet Corps - Grand Cache
3066 Cadet Corps - Golden

2716 Cadet Corps - Mayerthorpe 3070 Cadet Corps - Evansbur

2860 Cadet Corps - Fort Simpson P g
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Message From The Colonel Of The Regiment
Colonel J. E.N. Roderick

Once again this year’s Strathconian will report on
a Regiment that is fighting and training at a feverish
pitch. By the time you receive this edition, three
squadrons will have completed tours in Afghanistan and
B Squadron will be well launched into its second tour.
This rapid rotation has many implications, of course.
The six months each squadron spends in Afghanistan
is only a part of the equation. There are long periods of
preparatory training in Wainwright, in Texas to train for
the desert away from heavy snow, and in Germany to
do the Leopard 2 tank conversion, all of which take the
soldiers away from their families for extended periods.
On return from theater many are then dispatched to
catch up on professional qualification courses or to
augment training staff in delivering these courses. No
matter how you calculate it, with all the “away periods”
in theatre and for collective and individual training,
these men and women are putting in the equivalent
of a one year unaccompanied tour with each rotation.
Then there is the concern of how long one unit can
maintain this rotation. Fortunately the Armoured Corps
has rallied around to augment the limited manpower of the Regiment. The Royal Canadian Dragoons, 12e
Régiment Blindé du Canada, and our Armoured Militia units have been more than generous in their support
and this very large “team” is meeting the challenge at the highest professional standard. Notwithstanding
this one must be cognizant of the inherent stress factors that can result from this level of activity — stress
not only on our soldiers but their families as well.

These are the times when the support of the Regimental family becomes even more important. During
my visits over the last year | have been very impressed by the high standards of leadership displayed at all
levels within the unit and the outstanding financial and moral support extended to our soldiers and their
families by our many associates and friends of the Regiment. The Strathconas are truly blessed in these
areas. As a result unit morale and esprit is as high as you could ever expect under these circumstances and
all of us can take pride in being affiliated with such a great Regiment.

I must repeat what | said in the Strathconian last year. From what | have observed of our soldiers and
their families, they are well up to the challenge and are collectively contributing to exciting new chapters
in the history of the Strathcona’s.

Perseverance



Senior Serving Strathcona
Major-General T.J. Grant

Having returned recently from Afghanistan and assumed the responsibilities of Deputy Commander
Canadian Expeditionary Force Command, | see evidence on a daily basis of the impact the Regiment continues
to have on operations in Afghanistan. Since its arrival in October 2006, the deployed tank squadron has
been employed in nearly every major combat action of the Canadian Battle Group. The ability of Taliban
insurgents to find sanctuary in Kandahar Province has been rendered more difficult by the outstanding
mobility and precision firepower afforded by Canadian armour. More importantly, the tank squadron has
saved Canadian and Afghan lives, and it has bolstered
the morale of our deployed troops.

Following the successful handover from B
Squadron, A Squadron soldiers were integrated
immediately into full spectrum operations. Led by
Major Dave Broomfield and Master Warrant Officer
Bill Crabb, this team acquitted itself extremely well
against a determined threat and under extraordinarily
harsh conditions. C Squadron, led by Major Trevor
Gosselin and Master Warrant Officer Geoff
Bamford, arrived in Afghanistan at the peek of the
insurgent campaign season, and continues the tradition
of excellence all Canadians have come to expect of
our soldiers. The influence of the Strathcona’s in this
theatre of operations is pervasive, with our soldiers
deployed not only as part of the Battle Group, but also
augmenting Regional Command (South) Headquarters,
Joint Task Force — Afghanistan Headquarters, the Operational Mentor and Liaison Team, and the Kandahar
Provincial Reconstruction Team.

C Squadron has successfully introduced the Leopard 2A6M to battle. A strong indication that our
military and civilian leadership take seriously the needs of our deployed soldiers, we are extremely fortunate
to possess the best tank in the world. It is clear the Leopard 2 has already improved the protection afforded
to our soldiers, while impeding even more the Taliban’s freedom of movement in Kandahar province.
Our allies have watched with interest the employment of Canadian armour in Afghanistan. Several other
countries, such as Denmark and the Netherlands, are either deploying or contemplating the deployment of
their tanks.

Achieving our mission of stability and reconstruction in Afghanistan has come at a tremendous cost to
the Strathcona’s, along with many other units in the Canadian Forces. While | was deeply saddened to learn
of Corporal Nathan Hornburg’s death in September 2007, | was inspired by the strength of this soldier’s
mother, Ms. Linda Loree, when presenting her with the Memorial (Silver) Cross medal. The loss of this
fine Canadian is indicative of the contribution all armoured Regiments, both Regular and Reserve, have made
in our ability to generate successive tank squadrons. The thoughts of the entire Strathcona family are with
the families, friends and loved ones of the soldiers who have perished or have been wounded in combat.

I would be remiss if | did not applaud the Regiment for its great efforts on the home front in the past two
years. Arguably one of the busiest units in the Canadian Forces, the Strathcona’s have been tasked to force
generate a tank squadron and numerous individual augmentees for the last four rotations in Afghanistan;





















In April, some members of the Squadron were placed on
a standby list for possible deployment to British Columbia
in order to assist with the worst flooding the area has seen
in years. Personnel such as Tpr Mickey Legault were sent
down to conduct a recce for a few weeks. Luckily, the water
levels receded before any soldiers were needed.

The Squadron has even seen a few of its own deployed
overseas. Sgts Jeffrey Daley and Leighton Hardy and Cpls
Nick Starr and Benoit Sorel all recently arrived back home
after serving a nine-month tour with the Joint Task Force
Afghanistan. The four of them worked for the senior serving
Strathcona, MGen Timothy Grant, as his LAV 3 crew. After
completing the majority of the tour without major incident,
the LAV 3 crew was tasked out to the Deputy Commander
for a mission. It was during this time that MGen Timothy
Grant decided to travel without his Strathcona crew into
Kandahar City (his last road trip through the city) when a Another day of removing and replacing packs
suicide bomber hit his convoy. Nobody was seriously hurt
but it could be argued that if he had his LUCKY crew of Strathconas the bomber would have seeked a
softer target.

New Troopers coming in from Gagetown have found a new temporary home in HQ Squadron. Upon
their arrival many were sent out the door to the Land Force Western Area Training Centre (LFWATC) in
order to support B Squadron’s Pre-deployment training during Exercise Desert Ram and Maple Guardian.
Although it is a scary thought, other Troopers have been thrown onto the Leopard Gunner’s course along with
a few young Royal Canadian Dragoons coming all the way from Petawawa to learn to be real tankers! All
these new fit and motivated Troopers have been sent to A Sqn for their subsequent stand-up and deployment
and to the newly reformed Recce Sgn

Another busy year came to a close with yet another busy year quickly approaching. Headquarters
Squadron has supported A and C Squadron’s training and deployment and is prepared to support the
subsequent deployments. Although it has been a high tempo year, Squadron members have found the time
to support other events and even had time to enjoy themselves.

Several of HQ Sgn’s finest serving
as 99 Tac in Afghanistan

Maj Earl Jared giving a pre-safety-talk talk
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Family Support Troop
By Corporal C. Davis

Well, another year and a little wiser...or older! MCpl Aaron Carson and Cpl Curtis Davis were
running the show in the Family Support Troop (FST) after the retirement of Sgt Dan Risk and Cpl Sandy
Landon. The deployments were ongoing and events needed to be planned so we carried on. As we said,
"We can knit more soldiers, to help us in the future™. = — —

The first event of the year was very successful. It was the Deployed
Spouses Tea Party. Mrs. Liz Crabb and Kim Mills (little one in tow)
showed up. Avote was taken: tea was out, coffee and pop was in which
made the children happier. The party was held in the new FST office
(the old RP office), a smaller office, but cosier parties.

We received feedback from spouses to have more LASH(RC) Family
events. The Military Family Resource Center (MFRC) held fun events
like potlucks and adult games nights, but we wanted to "stick it to them"; -
show them and the spouses a real party! Therefore the first big event was | L
the West Edmonton Mall Watermark, __ ©Our Thanks to Sherwin-Williams

. . from Padre Will Hubbard and the rest of
By now the Unit haq knlt_us more Family Support
soldiers". Cpls Brain Valliancourt
% and Roger Herburt had joined the team. Even the Padre, Capt Richard
Larsen, showed up to play. Whoa, Speedos should be worn with caution!
Needless to say, we had a high turnout. 40 plus family and friends had
food and fun for all.

We must have worn the two new Corporals out, because Valliancourt
and Herburt were out (after serving 4 months) and the new Cpls,
Richard McLaughlin and Ambre Anderson, were in. Also, a new Padre
showed up, Capt William Hubbard. In the spring, Capt Larsen will be

Mrs. Haberer and the gang atthe  heading overseas. We wish him (no pun intended) ‘God Speed’.
Haunted Pumpkin Patch!

The Thanksgiving Pot Luck hosted by the MFRC and the LASH(RC)
FST had a lot of support. Cpls Davis and McLaughlin provided the turkeys and ham. Our Chef, Harry
Young did an outstanding job preparing the food. Due to bad weather,
there were a lot of leftovers! Those that attended left with full tummies H
and doggie bags. —

The last big event scheduled was the "Haunted Pumpkin Patch",
which was a big hit. We joined forces with the MFRC and took the &=
families to Bon Accord for a day of corn mazes, hotdogs, wagon rides, !
treasure hunts, scarecrow making, and many other activities like the
Pumpkin Cannon. Mrs. Anne Haberer and crew showed up. While
manning the Pumpkin Cannon, Breanne’s shot would have taken out
several pirates! It really shook up the Ship! The Strathcona families were
by far the biggest crowd of the group and seemed to have a great time.

) ) ) Huge Support coming from Kentwood
The new Family Support Troop is looking forward to the challenges Ford and Mr. Phil Neufeld

of 2008. We wish all the best and look forward to seeing everyone at the
events in the coming year!
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Strathcona Mounted Troop 2007
By Captain D. Gray

Following the completion of the 2006 season, the majority of the soldiers in the Strathcona Mounted
Troop (SMT) departed for predeployment training. The Troop was dramatically affected by the increased
operational tempo of the Regiment with Leopard Squadron deployments to Afghanistan, and had only five
soldiers caring for the Horses by the end of 2006. In January 2007, the Troop was repopulated and the
new members began the Military Equine Course under the direction of the Ride Master Sergeant Wade
Alexander. Once completed, the basics of the Musical Ride were instructed. The new Troop members
had quite a steep learning curve in a short period of time but were able to retain all the knowledge and skills
taught on the course with ease. They were able to learn and master the skills much faster than anticipated
and subsequently by mid May, the Musical Ride was re-established. All
of the new Riders participated in the Musical Ride and learned the skills
necessary to become Tent-Peggers. With the addition of seasoned SMT
members, Cpls Randy Todd and Dermot Samms and the skilled Tent-
g Peg placing of Tpr Danny Slade, the Troop’s strength was brought to

12 riders and three ground crew, enough to present a Musical Ride.

The Troop participated at the Saskatchewan International Tattoo in
Regina from 24-26 May, providing a 20 minute Musical Ride and Tent-
Pegging demonstration. Regina’s performances were a great season
opener for the Mounted Troop and
also gave the Troop an opportunity to
bond with the RCMP Musical Ride who also participated in the Tattoo.
Tpr Kate MacEachern as the Mounted Troop’s Master of Ceremonies
performed remarkably well under the stress of the 4000 people in
attendance at the Tattoo. Although quite apprehensive at first, she adapted
to the situation and represented the Troop with grace and style. Also
in May, Cpls Pete Fedyshyn and Rob Sarmiento were added to the
Troop’s strength after recently returning from combat in Afghanistan on
Op ARCHER Roto 2 with B Squadron. They were quickly integrated Tpr Ji Zhou (Stein)

. . . Lo L . Tent-Pegging in Newbrook
into the Musical Ride bringing the number of Horses participating in
the Ride to 14.

Sponsor flags in Spruce Meadows

Following the Regina Tattoo, SMT had a number of smaller scale ride performances at the Edmonton
Garrison Officers’ Mess as part of the 1 June Business Luncheon, Crystal Kids Youth Centre on 2 June, and
the Newbrook Agriculture Society Rodeo on 24 June. All the performances were extremely well received
and the Mounted Troop was requested to return in following years.

SMT, being the Official Colour Guard of Spruce Meadows,
participated in full force at the “National” (6-10 Jun),
“Continental”(14-17 Jun), “Canada 1”(28 Jun-1 Jul), “North
American”(4-8 Jul) and “Masters” (5-9 Sep) Competitions. At
each of the competitions the Troop performed Musical Rides,
Vedettes, and Radetzkies to escort the winners of the Horse
B Jumping Competitions. Despite the inexperience of many of
our riders, they performed extremely well and represented the
Regiment proudly. In long standing support to the Mounted
Troop the increased corporate sponsorship from the ATCO
The Charge in Regina Group and Spruce Meadows for 2007 has enabled the Troop to
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enhance it’s appearance by purchasing many items to complete the historical representation and enable the
Troop to showcase itself while performing on the road.

S In addition to the Musical Ride performances, the Troop participated
%=1 in the Calgary Stampede and Capital Ex Parades. In both parades the
@- salute to the military was greatly received and the Troop was presented
first place as the Commercial Mounted Colour Party at the Stampede and

first place as the Ceremonial Mounted Group at the Capital Ex.

As August approached, the tempo for the Mounted Troop increased
8l as the Troop performed in numerous locations across Alberta, and British
" Columbia. The Troop welcomed four new soldiers to the Troop to assist in
" some of the duties while on the road which enabled the Troop to perform
with additional riders. The “Ralston Rodeo” in Suffield was an excellent
venue where the Troop could demonstrate their skills and abilities to our
British counterparts training at the Suffield Training Area. The Rodeo
s - concluded with the performance of our Musical Ride, which was an
- excellent seguay to the awards ceremony. The Troop looks forward to
Tpr Matt French (Summit) performing at the Rodeo in future -
Tent-Pegging at EGOM years to come.

i ' S ek (ROVAL CANAD
AB to perform for the “Mozart on the Mountain” with the Calgary |[EEEs". HHIH

Philharmonic Orchestra. The day before the performance, the Troop
was taken for an evening supper ride led by some of the Ranchers
through the Mountains, along the back trails and across a few rivers;
finally ending up in a campsite location which had a huge fire pit with
all of our steaks and supper cooking. Our horses dominated the trails
and the only horses that were getting spooked were the Ranch’s horses, &
which made it quite entertaining for our Troop members. The following
day the Troop performed our Musical Ride to Mozart Music played live
by the Orchestra. The Orchestra played throughout the Musical Ride,
sounded the Bugle Charge call, and also played “Soldiers of the Queen” for the march past of the Troop.
The Performance went well despite the rain that continued throughout the day. After the show was over,
the Troop set out for the long journey to Vancouver for the Pacific National Exhibition.

= . m———

Summer Home in Spruce Meadows

Twice daily for 4 days, SMT performed the long version of the Musical Ride and Tent-Pegging
demonstrations. It made for some tiring nights but the overall show was well received by the PNE. Tpr
Anthony Frenette with his gifted ability to
rally a crowd assisted by “Sinbad from the
Island of the Cyclops and KC Bear” ensured
that the stands were filled for the Musical Ride
Performances. With note, during the 2007
season, the Mounted Troop showcased Tpr
1\ Stevie LaFontaine as the first female rider in
SMT history to compete in the sport of Tent-
Pegging. After many shows, Tpr LaFontaine
finally succeeded in picking up the pegs while
in Vancouver which sprouted a big grin from
ear to ear, and the Troop never heard the end
of it.

Flashy Trailer

50





